The town of Roza which was thus an important city in the middle
ages, and bears evident traces of once having been a place of considerable
importance is now in great part destroyed, many of the tombs being over-
grown with jungles.

Though the houses are substantially built two thirds of them are
dilapidated and in a falling condition. The population of Roza may be
estimated at about 2000. At an annual festival held to commemorate the
death of Jirguree Baksh, are exposed for sale cattle of an inferior description
piece goods, brass utensils etc., when a large number of people from the
neighbouring villages congregate.

THE AJANTA CAVES.

These well known Buddhist caves, taking their name from the small
village of Ajanta, are situated in the northern corner of His Exalted
Highness the Nizam's Dominions in the base of a precipitous rock at the
end of a gloomy ravine some four or five miles north-west of Ajanta which
is 52 miles north-east of Aurangabad. (For illustrations see from page 54.)

The nearest railway station is Pachora on the G. I. P. Railway. From
Pachora one has to go 26 miles to Faridpur which is four miles from the
Caves where a pathway enters the hills -following up a torrent bed. The
gentle slopes on either side gradually give way to precipitous cliffs. The
ravine after taking a semi-circular sweep suddenly terminates in a great
cleft in the rocks above, showing where the stream comes down from
the high-lands above in a succession of seven steep falls known as the
" Satix ICouia " so called on account of the high natural basin in the rock at
the foot of each fall, formed by the constant action of the waters. It is here
enshrouded within the everlasting gloom of the semi-circular valley cut
down from its solid rocky walls that the caves are situated. The old
series of the caves occupy an extent of about six hundred yards from east
to west along the face of the cliff, and are situated high above the stream,
the central caves being about 35 or 40 feet while those at the eastern and
western extremities have an elevation of about 80 or 100 feet. The total
height of the cliffs may be about three or four hundred feet.

The communication is by means of a small narrow valley or platform
excavated from the face of the cliffs, but this has fallen away in some parts,
rendering access to some of the caves both difficult and hazardous.
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